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of the Persians, in securing his reinstatement as Imam and if he had then
accepted, as he had agreed to do, the suzerainty of Persia, Zanzibar and the
dependencies of 'Oman on the African mainland would ipso facto have
likewise formed, in theory at least, part of Nadir's empire,1
The astute Ahmad ibn Sa'id managed to ingratiate himself with Taqi
Khan to such an extent that he not only obtained confirmation of his
position as Governor of Sohar, but also had Barka added to his domains.2
It is stated in the Gombroon Diary that 3,500 recruits were to be sent
over to Arabia, to replace those who had lost their lives at Sohar and else-
where :
" the King having ordered that when they were Masters of the Sea-Shore to march
inland and it is supposed his Designs are to conquer the whole Country, but while he
is doing this he is destroying his Own, and Nothing but Misery, Tyranny and
Oppresion are to be seen or heard in these Parts, the People being daily tax'd (so)
that before Time is given for collecting one Another is laid on/'3
Meanwhile, the war between Persia and Turkey, which had been
threatening for so long, at last broke out. Nevertheless, Nadir did not
order the withdrawal of his forces from 'Oman, with the exception of some
vessels at Sohar which, it appears, he intended to use in the combined land
and river operations against Basra*4
For some time past there had been serious friction between Taqi Khan
and Kalb *Ali, and each sent to Nadir accusations against the other. The
Shah was greatly displeased, and ordered both to be recalled ; he appointed
Muhammad Husain Khan Qiriqlu, who had just returned from a mission
to Russia, to succeed Kalb CAH as Sardar of the Garmsirat*5 Early in
October the new Sardar passed through Gombroon on his way to Sohar,
Taqi Khan, with part of the fleet, arrived at Gombroon on the 2oth
November/r st December, and was followed a few days later by Kalb 'AH
Khan ; the latter secretly informed the Company's " linguist" that
Taqi Khan had actually revolted and that he had spent several days trying
to persuade him (Kalb *Ali) to join in the revolt. Taqi Khan had the
ex-Sardar strangled a few days later and caused his body to be thrown down
a well6 ; he then publicly raised the standard of revolt and marched off
1 The internal troubles in 'Oman had, however, led to a weakening of the 'Omani authority
in East Africa, which resulted in the loss of Mombasa (which the Portuguese temporarily
regained) in 1733; see O. Kersten's Tabelarische Uebersicht der Geschichte Ostafrikas,
pp. 17 and 18, in Vol. Ill of Baron von der Decken's Reisen in Ost~Afrika, Leipzic, 1879,
 *	Guillam, Vol. I, p, 538, Niebuhr, p. 301, Salil ibn Rariq, pp. 149 and 150.
 *	Gombroon Diary, 2ist July/ist August, 1743.
*Ibid, 24ih August/4th September. These vessels must have arrived too late to participate
in the initial operations (for particulars of the siege of Ba§ra, see the ensuing Chapter).
*	Autobiography of Mirza Muljtaanmad Shirazi, p. 16.
Diary, 3oth December, 1743/1001 January, 1744.

